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Common Rules Situation Option  Option Procedures & Penalties 
Out of Bounds D J  A. Two strokes in medal (stroke) play 
Lost Ball D J  B. Loss of hole in Match Play 
Unplayable Ball D E G  C. Play the ball as it lies – no penalty 
In Water Penalty Area (Yellow Stakes) C D H  D. One stroke – replay the ball from where the last ball was hit (this is 

known as stroke and distance. 
In Lateral Penalty Area C D F H  E. One stroke – drop the ball within two club lengths of where the ball 

lies. * 
Original or Replacement Ball played from 
penalty area comes to rest in the same or 
another penalty area (4th shot from options 
D, F, H) 

C D F H  F. One stroke – The reference point for taking lateral relief is the 
estimated point where the original ball last crossed the edge of the 
penalty area. Relief is two club lengths from the reference point, 
and may be in any area of the course except for the same penalty 
area. * 

Hitting the wrong ball A B  G. One stroke – drop the ball as far back as desired on a line through 
where the ball last crossed the penalty area and the hole.  * 

Grounding the ball in bunker A B  H. One stroke – drop the ball as far back as desired on a line through 
the point where the ball last crossed the penalty area. * 

Giving or asking advice A B  I. Drop within one club length of the nearest point of relief. * 
Agreeing to waive rules A B  J. Local Rule: A) Determine where you ball went out of bounds or is 

likely to be lost. B) Find Spot nearest Fairway Edge. C) Drop ball in 
relief area. 

Immovable obstruction interferes with 
swing or stance 

C I  K Two stroke - Relief outside the bunker. Back on a line from 
unplayable ball through the hole Drop ball in a one club relief area * 

Ball in Ground Under Repair C I  L One stroke – May take back-on- line relief but remain in bunker 
Unplayable ball in bunker D K L M  M One stroke – take lateral relief from original location. Remain in 

bunker 
General Penalty in Stroke Play N  N. Two strokes 
   *  Drops may never be nearer the hole 

  

Relief area examples at USGA site https://tinyurl.com/v6ztt85 

  


